
  

  

 
Dancing Classrooms is coming to New Mexico in Spring 2012! 

 
 A Steering Committee of passionate local residents plans to pilot this 

internationally recognized social development program for 5th graders in 
one Albuquerque and one Rio Rancho elementary school this coming 
Spring.   
 
According to both research results and school principal feedback 
Dancing Classrooms (featured in the 2005 award-winning documentary 
Mad Hot Ballroom): 

 increases student awareness and acceptance of other cultures 

 increases student social skills 

 improves student perception of school 

 increases student physical exercise levels 

 decreases student behavior management difficulties 

 improves academic performance 

 

 
 

But, we need your financial assistance to ensure that these 
two pilot programs actually happen. 

 
To implement the two pilot programs this coming Spring, we need to send two Teaching Artist candidates to New 
York City in December to be trained by Pierre Dulaine, the creator of Dancing Classrooms.  That will cost 
approximately $1,750 per person ($3,500 total).  And, it will cost approximately $4,500 per school ($9,000 total) for 
the Teaching Artists to be able to provide the program. 
 

Our fund-raising goal is $12,500 
Two generous donors have each contributed $1,000, so we still need to raise $10,500. 

We would like to raise half of that remaining $10,500 from Albuquerque donors and half from Rio Rancho donors. 
 
 
If you are interested in contributing to this effort, please follow these instructions: 
1. Make a check out to Albuquerque Little Theatre*, make a note on the check the contribution is on behalf of 

Dancing Classrooms New Mexico (indicate ABQ or RR on the check as well). 
2. Mail the check to:  

Albuquerque Little Theatre, in care of Dancing Classrooms New Mexico: 
224 San Pasquale Avenue Southwest 
Albuquerque, NM 87104-1133 

3. Albuquerque Little Theatre will mail you a tax receipt for your charitable donation. 
  

*Why Albuquerque Little Theatre:  the Dancing Classrooms New Mexico Steering Committee has not yet filed for 
their 501 (c)3 non-profit status.  ALT leadership has graciously agreed to serve as our non-profit fiscal authority until 
we can receive our IRS non-profit status. 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.apple.com/trailers/paramount_classics/mad_hot_ballroom/first_6_minutes


  

  

 
DANCING CLASSROOMS: 

 
In 1994 Pierre Dulaine, volunteered to teach a dance class at the 
Professional Performing Arts School on West 48th Street in Manhattan.  From 
this beginning, Pierre developed Dancing Classrooms, a 10 week – 20 
session social development program for 5th grade children that utilizes 
ballroom dancing as a vehicle to change the lives of not only the children who 
participate in the program but also the lives of the teachers and parents who 
support these children.     
 
In 2005 Mad Hot Ballroom, an award-winning documentary capturing the 
Dancing Classrooms journey from classroom experience to the culminating 
Colors of the Rainbow Team Match was released.  Take the Lead (with 
Antonio Banderas) was released in 2006 and depicted Pierre’s efforts to 
utilize ballroom dancing to help NYC youth regain a sense of self-respect, 
pride, and elegance.  Both of these movies greatly accelerated national, and 
international, interest in Dancing Classrooms. 
 
In 2006, Dancing Classrooms New York City began developing Dancing 
Classrooms sites throughout the US and Canada.  During the 2010-11 school 
year Dancing Classrooms served 42,000 children in 509 schools in 24 cities: 
New York City, Newark, Omaha, Fort Worth/Dallas, Toronto, Philadelphia, 
Suffolk County (NY), Fort Myers & Florida Keys (FL), Cleveland, Lake 
Charles (LA), Monterey & Santa Cruz (CA), Geneva (Switz), Pittsburgh, St. 
Louis, US Virgin Islands, Western Maryland, Winston-Salem, Seattle (2), 
Phoenix, Stamford (CT), and Zurich (Switz). 
 
In 2011-12 the program is slated to begin in Los Angeles, Southeast Florida, 
Israel, and New Mexico. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

DCNM Steering Committee: 
 

Officers: 
Chair:  John Ross 

Treasurer:  Jane Dixon 
Secretary:  Jean Block 

 

Members: 
Nancy Arenas 

Shander Bawden 
Karen Boulanger 
Stephanie Brown 
Den Drumwright 

Tspiporah Nephesh 
 
 
 

For more information about Dancing Classrooms New Mexico, please contact 
John Ross:  505-506-2878 or jross@dancingclassrooms.com 
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